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11Innovative language teaching and learning at university: enhancing participation 
and collaboration  an introduction
Cecilia Goria1, Oranna Speicher2, and Sascha Stollhans3
The School of Cultures, Languages and Area Studies at the University of 
Nottingham was delighted to host the annual conference in the series Innovative 
Language Teaching and Learning at University in 2015. The inaugural 
conference took place in 2010 at Newcastle University, and the conference is 
QRZLQLWV¿IWK\HDU
This years conference theme of Innovative Language Teaching and Learning at 
University: Enhancing Participation and Collaboration saw a varied programme 
of 24 parallel sessions, which broadly fall into three categories: fostering online 
collaboration, exploring digital tools and online environments, and thirdly 
beyond the language classroom
We were fortunate to be able to welcome as our keynote speakers Professor 
Zoltán Dörnyei, who wrote the foreword to this edited volume, and Dr Jan 
Hardman, who also contributed a short article on Opening-up classroom 
discourse to promote and enhance active, collaborative and cognitively-
engaging student learning experience. She argues for the creation of a dialogic 
VSDFH LQ WKH ODQJXDJHFODVVURRPZKLFKFDQ WKHQEH¿OOHGZLWKKLJKTXDOLW\
classroom interaction which serves as a highly effective tool for fostering 
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,Q DGGLWLRQ WR -DQ +DUGPDQ¶V NH\QRWH SDSHU  FRQIHUHQFH SDSHUV DUH
SXEOLVKHG LQ WKLV YROXPH 7KH FRQWULEXWLRQV XQGHU WKH KHDGLQJ Fostering 
online collaboration have at their core the principle of getting students to 
work together on and for a common aim and UHVXOW)LUVW0RW]RVKDUHVKHU
experience of an online buddy scheme involving students on a distance learning 
degree which highlights the importance of collaboration and support amongst 
offFDPSXVVWXGHQWV Hartung and 5HLVHQOHXWQHUWKHQUHSRUWRQDQLQQRYDWLYH
SURMHFW WKDW SDUWQHUHG VWXGHQWV RI *HUPDQ DW WZR 8. XQLYHUVLWLHV XVLQJ WKH
online tool Voicethread 6WXGHQWV ZRUNHG FRRSHUDWLYHO\ DQG FROODERUDWLYHO\
WRSURGXFHDYLUWXDOWUDYHOJXLGHWRWKHLUUHVSHFWLYHXQLYHUVLW\WRZQ$IXUWKHU
H[DPSOHRIVWXGHQWSDUWQHUVKLSVLVLOOXVWUDWHGLQÈOYDUH]0D\R¶VFRQWULEXWLRQ
who reports on an online exchange between a group of students based in Spain 
DQG D VHFRQG JURXS RI VWXGHQWV EDVHG LQ WKH 8. ,Q WKH ¿QDO SDSHU LQ WKLV
VHFWLRQ5D]ÕIRFXVVHVRQFROODERUDWLRQLQWKHDUHDRIIHHGEDFNLQSDUWLFXODU
WKHGLIIHUHQFHVEHWZHHQRSHQDQGDQRQ\PRXVSHHUIHHGEDFN
The selected short papers in the second section deal with Exploring 
digital tools and online environments'H%HUJ¶VSDSHUGHVFULEHVDSURMHFW
ZKHUH VWXGHQWV RI *HUPDQ %XVLQHVV Society and Culture were given an 
opportunity to develop their digital literacy skills alongside their language 
DQGFXOWXUDOVWXGLHV7KHVRFLDOQHWZRUNLQJVLWH)DFHERRNDQGDZLNLDUHDWWKH
FHQWUHRI%UDKPL¶VSURMHFWWKHSDSHUUHSRUWVRQDVWXG\LQYROYLQJVWXGHQWVRI
(QJOLVKDQGWKHLUSHUFHSWLRQVRIXVLQJVRFLDOPHGLDWRLPSURYHWKHLU(QJOLVK
ZULWLQJ VNLOOV 0DJHGHUD+RIKDQVO SUHVHQWV DQ LQQRYDWLYH SURMHFW ZKLFK
IRFXVVHV RQ DOO IRXU VNLOOV DQG JLYHV VWXGHQWV WKH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR ³EHFRPH
D UHSRUWHU´5HLG DQG*LODUGL¶V FRQWULEXWLRQ UHSRUWV RQ DSURMHFW LQYROYLQJ
-DSDQHVH OHDUQHUV RI DFDGHPLF ZULWLQJ LQ (QJOLVK DQG WKH UHVXOWV RI WKH
introduction of the transmedia teaching method to challenge the prevailing 
SDUDGLJP RI SDVVLYH FRQVXPHUV RI NQRZOHGJH DPRQJVW WKH VWXGHQWV 7KH
section concludes with the paper by Sadoux, 5]\FND -RQHV DQG /RSH], 
which describes the implementation of a new navigational structure for 
WKHLULQVWLWXWLRQ¶VYLUWXDOOHDUQLQJHQYLURQPHQW7KHLQQRYDWLYHDVSHFWRIWKLV
structure, which is based on distributive learning, lies in the fact that it was 
GHVLJQHGE\VWXGHQWV
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7KH WKLUGDQG¿QDO VHFWLRQRI WKLVYROXPH, Beyond the language classroom, 
brings together six papers that share a focus on cultural aspects of language 
OHDUQLQJ +DPSWRQ DQG 'HPHXUH$KHDUQH JLYH DQ DFFRXQW RI D SDUWQHUVKLS
project between year abroad students and local widening participation schools, 
where the students used digital tools not only to create teaching and learning 
materials for the students in their local schools, but also online spaces, such as 
blogs,WRUHÀHFWRQWKHLU\HDUDEURDGH[SHULHQFHDQGWKHGHYHORSPHQWRIWKHLU
LQWHUFXOWXUDOFRPSHWHQFH6WD\LQJZLWKWKHWKHPHRILQWHUFXOWXUDOFRPSHWHQFH
/ySH]5RFKDKLJKOLJKWVWKHQHHGIRUWHDFKHUVWRFUHDWHODQJXDJHFRXUVHVWKDW
IDFLOLWDWHWKHDFTXLVLWLRQRILQWHUFXOWXUDOFRPSHWHQFHDVZHOODVWKHFKDOOHQJHV
VXFKLQFOXVLRQLQWRWKHFXUULFXOXPEULQJV7KHEHQH¿WVRI¿HOGWULSVIRUPRGHUQ
languages students are discussed by Plutino who reports on a group of ab initio 
,WDOLDQ OHDUQHUV DQG WKH DVVRFLDWHG EHQH¿WV IRU PRWLYDWLRQ HQJDJHPHQW DQG
FROODERUDWLRQ7KHQH[W WZRSDSHUVFRYHU WKHDUHDRI&RQWHQWDQG/DQJXDJH
,QWHJUDWHG/HDUQLQJ&/,/3DUNVORRNVDWWKHFRPSOH[UHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQ
ODQJXDJHDQGFXOWXUHDQGFRPSDUHV8.DQG86KLJKHUHGXFDWLRQZLWKUHJDUGV
to the development of intercultural competence Hughes discusses the 
implications of subject discipline content being delivered through a second 
ODQJXDJH DQG UHÀHFWV RQ KRZ ODQJXDJH GHSDUWPHQWV LQ WKH 8. DUH GHDOLQJ
ZLWK WKH TXHVWLRQ DV WR ZKHWKHU VXEMHFW FRQWHQW VKRXOG EH GHOLYHUHG LQ WKH
IRUHLJQODQJXDJHRULQ(QJOLVK7KH¿QDOSDSHUE\/RKLJKOLJKWVWKHFKDOOHQJHV
&DQWRQHVH VSHDNHUV IDFH LQ 0DQGDULQ FODVVHV DQG UHSRUWV RQ D FDVH VWXG\
investigating those students needs, motivations and barriers regarding the 
OHDUQLQJRI0DQGDULQ
7KH \HDURQ\HDU LQFUHDVH LQ WKH QXPEHU RI FRQWULEXWRUV DQG GHOHJDWHV
attending this conference series is testament to the need for this type of event, 
where researchers and practitioners in language teaching and learning come 
together to share best practices DQG ¿QG FROOHDJXHV IRU FROODERUDWLRQ ERWK
QDWLRQDOO\DQGLQWHUQDWLRQDOO\
To conclude, we would like to express our appreciation to the presenters and 
GHOHJDWHVZLWKRXWZKRPWKHUHZRXOGEHQRFRQIHUHQFH$OVRZHZRXOGOLNHWR
thank our School of Cultures, Languages and Area Studies here at the University 
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RI1RWWLQJKDPDVZHOODV6DQDNRIRUVSRQVRULQJWKHHYHQW7KHFRQIHUHQFHZDV
expertly hosted by our student ambassadors, and we greatly appreciate their help 
DQGHQWKXVLDVPIRU WKHHYHQW)LQDOO\ZHZRXOG OLNH WRH[SUHVVRXUJUDWLWXGH
WR 6\OYLH 7KRXsVQ\ DQG .DUine )HQL[ DW 5HVHDUFKSXEOLVKLQJQHW IRU WKHLU
H[FHOOHQWVXSSRUWWKURXJKRXWWKHSXEOLVKLQJSURFHVVRIWKLVHGLWHGYROXPH7KHLU
HI¿FLHQF\VXSSRUWDQGSURIHVVLRQDOLVPLVVHFRQGWRQRQH
3XEOLVKHGE\5HVHDUFKSXEOLVKLQJQHWQRWIRUSUR¿WDVVRFLDWLRQ
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